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The  Christian  Action  Commission 
(CAC)  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  has  endorsed  Initiative  26,  also 
known  as  the  Personhood  Amendment 
that  will  appear  on  the  Nov.  8  state  general 
election  Wlot,  and  is  encouraging 
Mississippi  Baptist  pastors  and  church 
members  to  support  the  measure  which  is 


If  approved  by  voters,  Initiative  26 
will  amend  the  Mississippi  Constitution 
to  define  human  personhood  as  begin¬ 
ning  at  the  "moment  of  fertilization  or 
the  functional  equivalent  thereof." 

"Human  life  has  a  very  special  place 
in  the  creation  of  God,  said  Jimmy 
Porter,  CAC  executive  director,  in  a 
video  produced  for  the  Yes  on  26  cam¬ 
paign.  "In  fact,  die  Bible  says  we  are  cre¬ 
ated  in  the  image  of  God.  We  are  the  only 
ones.  God  felt  that  life  was  very  special 
and  values  it.  The  Lord  expects  us  to 
value  life  even  as  He  does." 

"Let  me  mate  it  dear  that  this  is  not  a 


BAPTISTS 


VOTEforLI^E  •  YES  n26  -  et 


place  19  a  new,  scpaidic,  auu  uiuijuc 

individual  that  deserves  the  right  to  De 
protected,  loved,  and  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  live  out  his  or  her  existence. 

'  Vississippi  Baptists  can  go  to  the 
polls,  vote  'Yes,'  and  almost  singlehanded- 
ly  make  die  right  decision.  One  thing  is  for 
sure  —  if  we  do  nothing,  we  will  miss  a 
choice  opportunity  for  making  a  decision 
that  vill  reverberate  across  our  land." 


Tragedy  as  commonplace 


money  brought  in  by  legalized  gambling 
is  rust  too  sweet  to  care  about  the  individ¬ 
uals  and  families  destroyed  in  the  process 
—  but  what  of  the  many  other  innocent 
victims  of  the  many  other  schemes  to  steal 
money  for  legalized  gambling? 

While  it's  normally  difficult  to  sympa¬ 
thize  with  prison  inmates,  we  should  take 
into  account  that  Singleton  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  group  of  people  who  were  vul¬ 
nerable  and  helpless  to  protect  themselves 
from  her.  As  if  they  don't  have  enough 
problems,  drey  will  now  be  released  back 
into  society  when  their  sentences  are 
served  with  one  more  complication:  iden¬ 
tity  theft.  There  could  also  be  additional 
victims  if  Singleton's  scheme  earned  over 
into  the  tax  preparation  business. 

Then  there's  the  odd  situation  of  the 
government  —  that's  us,  by  the  way  — 
legalizing  the  very  activity  that  led  to  the 
government  punishing  Singletary  so 
severely.  The  government  offers  the  temp 
tation  and  then  penalizes  people  for  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  the  temptation.  The  gov- 


Tanice  Singleton  of  Jackson  had  the 
I  world  on  a  string.  The  first  in  her 
I  family  to  eam  a  college  degree,  the 
•'ambitious  young  woman  opened  a  tax 
preparation  business  at  the  age  of  22.  She 
worked  other  jobs,  too,  to  get  ahead.  She 
became  a  role  model  in  the  minority 
community  from  which  she  sprang. 

The  story  of  how  she  came  to  stand 
before  a  federal  judge  in  Jackson  in  2009  as 
a  convicted  felon  is,  sadly,  becoming  tragi¬ 
cally  commonplace  in  our  state. 
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was  working  one  of  chose  other 
jobs  she  held,  as  an  employee  of 
the  Mississippi  Department  of 
Corrections,  she  stole  the  names 
and  Social  Security  numbers  of 
state  prison  inmates  and  used  the 
information  to  file  false  federal 
and  state  income  tax  returns. 
When  the  refunds  came  in  from 
those  fraudulent  returns,  she 
kept  file  money  for  herself. 

As  her  artifice  was  exposed 
and  fire  house  of  cards  she  built 
started  to  crumble,  questions 
were  also  raised  about  her  tax 
ition  business.  According  to  some  of 
nts,  there  were  problems  there,  too. 
The  Secret  Service  raided  the  business  in 
January  2007,  and  Singleton  allegedly 
assaulted  a  television  crew  the  next  month 
when  they  came  to  ask  her  about  the  raid. 
Singleton  was  indicted  on  20  counts, 
dty  theft,  fraudulent  use  of 
by  mail  or  other  means  of 
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and  give  a  video  update  on  can 
how  things  are  going.  you 


Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 


whose  Honeycomb  tablets  are  Missionaries  can't  afford  to  website,  die  rising  culture  (not 
slowly  trickling  out.  ship  their  entire  library  overseas,  just  the  rising  generation) 

The  industry  is  racing  to  but  they  can  bring  along  a  slim  might  feel  disconnected, 

have  a  tablet  in  every  pajr  of  device  mat  carries  $5,000  worth  ■■■ 

hands.  Let's  look  at  five  ways  of  commentaries  downloaded 

tablets  are  going  to  be  chang-  on  it  Tablets  create  a  better  read¬ 

ing  your  church  and  ministry  ing  experience  than  either  a 
in  the  coming  years:  phone  or  a  computer  screen. 

Holding  a  tablet  feds  like  hdd- 
Face  to  face  conversations  ing  a  bode  Tablets  will  be  the 
The  JPad  2  ships  with  a  natural  method  of  reading  for 
front-facing  camera,  as  do  most  die  rising  generation. 

Android  tablets.  The  tablet  is 

just  the  right  size  to  fill  the  Owning  your  church's  app 
screen  with  a  friend's  head,  Web  browsers  and  online 
and  have  them  feel  like  they  sites  will  catch  up  to  the  abili- 
are  there  in  die  room  withyou.  ties  of  tablet  apps  (like  were 
With  software  like  Face  Time,  seeing  with  HTML5),  ther 
missionaries  will  be  able  to  eas-  tablets  will  improve  and  the 
ily  call  to  their  home  church  on  flow  will  go  bade  to  apps  beinj 
a  Sunday  morning  over  WiFi  more  advanced  than  Drowsen 
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/ant  to  leave  your  person-  Linne  is  executive  producer  of 
mafiem  for  die  church  to  digital  marketing  for  the  B&H 
you?  Just  tap  your  phone  Publishing  Group  of  LifeWay 
-  church's  information  Christian  Resources  of  the 
ip,  die  bade  Are  you  a  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
;r  and  want  to  tithe  headquartered  in  Nashxrille.  He 
ft  your  credit  card?  Just  writes  a  monthly  technology  col- 
t  too.  umn 
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'Prosperity  gospel'  ruining  true  witness 

WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  Jones:  It  caters  to  the  fallen  ra - 

—  A  dangerous  "egocentric  human  flesh.  All  of  us  want  _  _  _ 

gospel"  that  omits  Jesus,  Christianity  to  be  about  us,  and  H  H  B  B^ 

neglects  the  cross,  and  instead  we  want  to  focus  upon  our  own  ■ 

promises  health  and  wealth  is  wants  and  desires  and  needs.  I  I  II 

being  promoted  by  some  of  And  since  our  heart  is  already  ■  B  U|  B  BL  B  B  ■ 

America's  most  well-known  bent  that  way,  when  the  prosper-  w 

preachers  today,.  ity  gospel  comes  along  and  says,  ■  B  B  ■  jb  B_ ^  _ 

That's  the  conclusion  of  two  "Christianity  is  about  you,  and  if  B  B  ■■ 

seminary  professors  whose  you  just  believe  in  Jesus  you’ll  be  KIhB 

new  book.  Health,  Wealth  &  healthy,  wealthy  and  wise,"  that  ^B  ^B  BB  B  B  B  I  B 

Happiness  (Kregel),  critiques  just  resonates  with  our  falls  j  ™ 

what  is  often  called  the  pros-  flesh.  People  are  already  primed  ■  ■  _ _ ™ _ 

perity  or  health  &  wealth  to  hear  that  message  —  especial-  ^^B  BB  M  fl  M  n  #1 
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The  Second 
Front  Page 


Has  the  Prosperity  Gospel 
Overshadowed  the 
^  Gospel  of  Christ? 
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Jesus  Christ 

O0E) 

Bequests  the 
Honor  ol 


David  W.  Jones 
Russell  S.  Woodbridge 


Presence 
in  Heaven! 


here  is  miraculous  matter  —  if  you  just  believe  it,  it  Jones:  You  can  just  flip  on 
e  is  healing  that  we  will  come  true.  No.  4,  there  is  an  cable  television  and  see  preachers 
imes  through  medi-  overall  fixation  upon  health  and  saying  a  message  that  might  be  a 
is  healing  of  emo-  wealth  and  the  idea  that  if  you're  little  bit  different  than  what  your 
kere  is  also  ultimate  rust  a  good  person  and  you  love  pastor  is  preaching  at  your 
-  which  comes  Jesus  and  time,  you  can  expect  to  church,  but  it's  a  message  that 
death  of  the  believ-  have  a  full  wallet  and  perfect  resonates  with  your  desires.  And 
:  die,  we're  in  God's  health.  No.  5,  there  is  a  false  idea  they  seem  to  have  packed 
ind  we  await  a  of  salvation  itself.  [According  to  churches  full  of  people,  and  they 
resurrected,  glori-  the  prosperity  gospel,]  it’s  not  so  seem  to  have  lots  of  money  — 
/ell  no  longer  nave  much  mat  we're  saved  from  which  seemingly  endorses  their 
s,  broken  Tegs.  It’s  eternal  damnation,  saved  from  message.  Of  course,  there's  a  lot 
r  of  timing:  Is  it  now  God's  wrath,  but  rather  we're  of  good  preaching  on  TBN.  There 
expect  these  dungs  saved  from  the  unfulfilling,  are  some  solid  guys  on  there.  But 
is  it  in  the  resurrec-  unprosperous  life.  let's  say  you  have  Charles  Stanley 

e  can  expect  these  or  Adrian  Rogers  and  then  die 

need  to  first  of  all  BP:  In  terms  of  how  die  pros-  very  next  hour  [TBN  shows] 
fine  health,  wealth  perity  gospel  has  spread,  what  Kenneth  Hagjn  or  Joel  Osteen, 
less,  and  then  we  role  lias  TBN  (Trinity  How  do  you  know  when  to  turn 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(7  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(1  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 
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Clue:  F-D 

Havt  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  fames  Version  Bible  verse  has 

hem  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Proverbs  ten: 
Thirteen 


Just  for  mi 
Record 


1.  Antioch  Church, 
Union,  is  hosting  a  fall 
family  fun  festival 
Oct.  29,  4-8  p.m., 
including  Christian 
clown  performance, 
trunk  or  treat,  carnival 
games,  fellowship 
meat.  Cakewalk, 
LoveNow  Band,  and 
hayride.  Free. 

2.  Ebenezer  Church, 
Lexington,  is  dedicat¬ 
ing  their  new  worship 
center  on  homecom¬ 
ing  day  Oct.  9. 
Services,  10  a.m.,  with 
a  DVD  showing  the 
construction  of  the 
new  building;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:30  a.m.;  dedi¬ 
cation  and  prayer,  11 
a.m.,  followed  by 
meal.  Lynn  Nations, 
Jay  Westbrooks, 
speakers;  Skipper 
Maxwell,  music. 


You  Make  a  Difference 

November  8,  2011,  is  going 
to  be  a  significant  day  in  the  life 
of  our  state.  It  is  voting  day  and 
we  will  be  electing  state  offi¬ 
cials.  Some  will  be  voting  on 
county  and  local  officials. 
Those  decisions  will  be  impor¬ 
tant  and  will  certainly  affect 
each  one  of  us,  but  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  most  important 
decision  that  Mississippi  will 
be  making  that  day  will  be  on 
Amendment  26,  which  is  a 
change  in  our  state 
Constitution  related  to  the 
beginning  of  life.  The  entire 
'nation  and,  in  fact  many 
places  in  tile  world  will  be 
focused  on  Mississippi  on  that 
day  to  see  what  you  and  I  do  as 
we  vote  on  this  vital  initiative. 

If  passed,  Mississippi  will 
place  in  its  Constitution  an 
amendment  that  says  in 
essence  that  life  begins  at  con¬ 
ception.  Let  me  make  it  dear 
that  this  is  not  a  political  issue. 
It  is  not  a  Democratic  or 
Republican  issue.  It  is  not  a  Tea 
Party  or  liberal  issue.  It  is  a 
question  of  whether  the  people 
of  Mississippi  will  go  on  record 
saying  that  the  life  of  a  person 
begins  when  that  life  is  con¬ 
ceived.  It  is  a  moral  issue.  It  is 
an  ethical  issue.  It  is  a  spiritual 
issue  and  it  is  a  vitally  impor¬ 
tant  issue.  How  many  tunes 
have  you,  like  me,  seen  some 
things  that  have  become  a  part 
of  our  culture  and  wished  that 
you  could  make  a  difference? 

Maybe  you  have  heard 
something,  experienced  some¬ 
thing,  and  wondered  how  in 
the  world  we  got  in  this  shape. 
Well  this  is  your  opportunity 
to  make  a  huge  difference  not 
only  in  Mississippi  but  across 
our  land.  This  amendment  is 
not  just  an  anti-abortion  posi¬ 
tion,  but  it  is  a  pro-life  position 
and  will  state  that  the  people 
of  Mississippi  believe  unques¬ 
tionably  that  when  an  egg  and 
a  sperm  are  united  in  a  moth¬ 
er's  womb  die  creation  that 
takes  place  is  a  new,  separate, 
and  unique  individual  that 
deserves  the  right  to  be  pro¬ 
tected,  loved,  and  have  the 
opportunity  to  live  out  his  or 
her  existence. 

Already  the  national 
media  are  talking  about 
what  is  going  to  be  taking 
place  on  November  8.  Our 
Mississippi  Supreme  Court 
passed  a  decision  to  allow  it  to 
be  put  on  the  ballot  and  now 
the  decision  is  up  to  you  and 
me.  Here  is  what  I  would  like 
to  encourage  each  of  you  to  do. 

Number  one  is  to  verbalize 
—  spread  the  word  wherever 
you  may  be.  In  your  Sunday 
School  class,  church,  and  social 
groups,  help  people  to  under¬ 
stand  how  important  this  deci¬ 
sion  is.  If  you  need  additional 
information,  you  can  go  to  die 
Christian  Action  Commission 
of  die  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention's  Website: 

www.christianaction.com  or 
you  can  call  their  office  at  601- 
292-3329  or  toll-free  outside  of 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext  329, 


fim  Futral,  executive  director- treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


and  they  stand  ready  to  help 
you  not  only  to  understand  but 
to  help  others  to  do  likewise. 
This  is  a  big  big  deal! 

Do  you  remember  when  we 
collected  50  million  pennies 
and  they  sat  on  the  comer  of 
the  Baptist  Building  property 
as  a  silent  witness  to  each  of  the 
children  whose  lives  had  been 
cut  short  by  abortion  since  Roe 
v.  Wade  and  the  Supreme  Court 
decision  allowing  legalized 
abortions  ?That  number  contin¬ 
ues  to  escalate  far  past  50  mil¬ 
lion.  The  argument  that  is 
made  in  the  sterile  courtroom 
setting  has  to  do  with  whether 
or  not  a  person  is  a  person  until 
they  have  viable  life  outside  of 
the  womb.  We  now  know  sci¬ 
entifically  that  this  is  a  viable 
human  being  inside  the  womb. 

Just  think  about  it!  If  a 
small  sample  of  tissue  was 
taken  from  that  newly 
developing  embryo,  the 
DNA  would  show  a  dis¬ 
tinct,  one  of  a  kind,  human 
being  that  was  growing.  It 
would  be  same  DNA  if  a 
sample  was  taken  at  birth, 
and  it  would  be  the  same 
DNA  on  the  day  that  this 
child  starts  to  the  first 
grade.  The  same  DNA 
would  be  matched  up  on 
the  day  they  finish  college. 
If  they  live  to  be  of  a  npe 
old  age,  you  got  it:  this 


NEW  HENLFYFIELD  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  EEAIl  RIVER  COUNTY  MS 
SBECE.V.NG  RESUMES'  FOR  A  Bl- 
VOCATIONAl  PASTOR  AND 
MINISTER  OF  YOUTH.  Please  email 
resumes’  to  wisecraigl  •yahoo.com  a 
mail  to  the  church  at-  5518  Highway 
43  N  Carriere,  MS  39426.  If  mailing 
please  put  Attention:  FUsttx  Search 
Committee  or  Minister  of  *xrth  Search 
Committee. 


HBTMnm  CHURCH  -  FANNIN  tel 
«**NOO*.  MS  IS  ACCEPTING 
RESUMES  FOB  THE  FULL  TIME  POSI¬ 
TION  Of  WORSHIP  PASTOR.  Ptewe  e- 
mail  resumes  to  <fat2166Uyahoo.com  or 
te*  to  60T  629-3406,  attention  ftrsormet 
Commaee.  For  additional  information, 
call  the  church  off  oe  at  601-629-1004. 


NEW  SIGHT  BAPTIST 

BROOKHAVEN,  MS.  IS _ 

A  M- VOCATIONAL  MUSIC  DIRECTOR. 
Send  resumes  to:  Charlotte  Newell,  1017 
Common  Sheet,  Wesson,  Ms.  39191  or 
email  to  wandiar2353Uaa.net. 


|NW»«KjaCl LOOKINC-FOrPT 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  For  details  call  662- 
265-5367  or  662-20741066 


SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CHURCH  In 
COTSTAE  SPRINGS  AREA  IS  SEEKING  A 
„  MUSICAVORSHIP 
MINKIHL  601-892-1246 


ROSELANO  park  baptist  church 
'N  hcayune,  ms  is  seekinc  an 
ASSOCIATE  PASTOR/MINISTER  OF 
EDUCATION.  Send  resumes  by  e-mail  to 
jocapmoefyahoo.com  or  Roseland 
Baptist  Church,  Associate 
RHtor/Mimster  of  Education  Search 


same  identifying  DNA 
would  be  present.  So  1 
encourage  each  of  you  to 
thoughtfully  help  others  to 
understand  that  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  for  us  to  express  our¬ 
selves  by  voting  YES  on 
Amendment  26. 

Second  is  to  visualize.  Just 
look  at  the  significance  of 
what  we  are  doing.  I  am  not 
sure  that  we  have  ever  had 
and  certainly  not  in  my  life¬ 
time  been  presented  with  the 
possibility  of  making  a  deci¬ 
sion  that  will  have  ramifica¬ 
tions  reaching  across  our 
nation.  It  is  a  life  protecting 
position,  and  it  is  a  biblical 
position.  One  person  said  to 
me  that  the  national  media  is 
going  to  beat  us  up  and  they 
will  not  agree  with  ut>  on  this 
position.  I  doubt  that  they 
will,  but  how  many  times 
have  you  disagreed  with 
their  positions  and  did  riot 
have  the  opportunity  to  do  or 
say  anything  about  it?  In  this 
vote,  you  have  a  say.  You  can 
make  a  difference! 

While  it  is  an  important  cul¬ 
tural  decision,  I  would  ask  you 


NEED  TO  OOWN*mr*  CLARK 
ESTATE  SALES  CAN  HELP!  "Estate  Sales 
Experts"  Turn  assets  into  cash  in  1 4  days 
Honest  -  Professional  -  References 
601-317-2536  www.nickclark 
auctions, com  Certified  Appraiser 
Statewide  Service  No  upfiontfees  or 
expenses  We  do  ItXYH'of  the  vwri: 


FOR  SALE  BY  SEALED  BID;  ONE 
1999  ENCLOSED  TRAILER  BET.  X 
74FT.  Previously  used  for  disaster 
relief,  some  equipment  included. 
Contact  First  Baptist  Church  Madison 
for  more  information.  601-856-6177 
or  ghoiderefbcmdison.org 

lAMaANOBf«toCM»jftcHISSB»: 


LAKHANO  RAphST CHURCH  1SSEEK- 
*•£  A  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  Of 
TOUTH.  Lakeland  is  located  in  the 
heart  of  the  Dallas- Fort  Worth 
Metroplex.  Those  considered  will  have  a 
semmary  degree  and  at  least  5  years  suc- 

cesrful  experience  Lakeland  offers  a 
competitive  salary  and  benefit  package. 
Hease  email  the  resume'  to  DrTten 


GATLINBURC  CONDO  FOR  RENT: 

2  bd/2ba,  full  kitchen,  walk  to 
pkwy.  $70/nite.  832-922-0401/ 

pdiw4^60»an.net _ 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  Of  RED 
BAY,  ALABAMA,  IS  SEEKING  A  FULL 
TIME  SENIOR  PASTOR.  We  are  u 

conservative,  evangelistic  congrega¬ 
tion  of  about  600  members  wrth  an 

average  attendance  of  over  200.  Send 

resume  to:  Search  Committee,  P.  O 
Box  616,  Red  Bay,  Alabama  35582  or 
grnajl  firstbaptistcl  10Obeilsmn6  na 

SfL.™*  «ST  RATES  ON: 
Health  Insurance  and  Medicare 
Supplements.  Call  1-800-541-81%  or 
yisit^www/TumednsuranceOnlinn  rnm 

£***"'*  *«>ING,  IACKSON, 

Christian^ owned.  All  borne  improve- 
^  windows,  metal 

and  shingle  roofs,  patio  covers,  screen 
and  glass  rooms.  601-992-2092,  Don 
“  K|»a  bebren,  owners. 


to  look  closer  and  visualize  the 
reality  that  if  we  would  just  do 
it  Mississippi  Baptists  can  eo 
to  the  polls,  vote  YES,  arid 
almost  single  handedly  make 
the  right  decision. 

Third  —  go  vote!  While  I 
want  you  to  talk  about  it  and  1 
want  you  to  see  the  possible 
impact  from  it  nothing  will 
nwtter  if  you  do  not  vote 
While  I  would  encourage  you 
to  go  to  the  polls  and  vote  ft* 
the  candidates  that  you  feel 
would  be  best  for  you i  com¬ 
munity  and  state,  I  would  not 
even  begin  to  think  about 
telling  you  fpr  whom  to  vote, 
but  on  this  issue,  because  its 
roots  sink  deep  into  the  fabric 
of  who  we  are  as  a  people,  1 
would  ask  you  to  go  and  be 
supportive  at  the  polls.  You 
may  hear  that  it  will  be  contest¬ 
ed  in  the  courts  and  that  may 
be  true.  You  may  also  hear  that 
it  will  be  ruled  unconstitution¬ 
al  and  that  remains  to  be  seen. 
What  will  be  true  is  that  we 
will  have  done  the  right  thing 
and  even  equally  as  important 
we  will  have  provided  the 
inspiration  and  the  encourage¬ 
ment  for  other  states  to  possi¬ 
bly  rise  up  and  take  the  same 
action.  One  thing  is  for  sure:  if 
we  do  nothing,  we  will  miss  a 
choice  opportunity  for  making 
a  decision  that  will  reverberate 
all  across  our  land.  Vote  YES 
on  Amendment  26. 


The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
jfutrd@mbcb.org. 


FOR  SALE:  CHURCH  FURNITURE 

including  pulpit,  communion  table, 
(28)  12  ft.  light  stain  pine  padded 
pews,  all  in  excellent  condition. 

601-644-0001  _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  SERV¬ 
ING  MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  800- 
605-2970 


STUDENT  MINISTER:  Southside 

Baptist  Church,  Andalusia,  Alabama, 
is  currently  seeking  a  full-time  student 
minister  to  work  with  6th  grade 
through  college  age  students.  Please 
send  resume  to  Student  Minister 
Search  Committee,  Southside  Baptist 
Church,  1213  W.  By  ftss,  Andalusia, 
AL  36420:  334-222-4300. _ 

church  rent  upholstery,  free 

ESTIMATES.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss,,  phone  601-776-6617, _ 

STAINED  CLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS 
AND  REPAIRS.  Hopper  Stained  Class, 
lackson,  601-502-6202. 

BETSY'S  III'  CABINS  —  Get  away  to  a 

touch  of  country  —  for  a  brorhuff  r  dU 

601-940-6641 _ 

AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACA¬ 
TION  CONDOS  Gulf  Shores  and 
Orange  Beach,  Al.  Rem  Direct  from 
Christian  Family  Owners.  Lowest 
Prices  on  the  Beach.  Fall  Special  4 
Nights  Eff  Unit  (2  adults  &  kids) 
$365.00.  Includes  Everything.  1,  2  & 
3  Bedroom  units  also  available.  Even 
lower  prices  for  those  in  the  Ministry. 
205-556-0368  205-752-1231. 

www.gultihorescondos.com 
EVERYDAY  FFOUSE  CLEANING  AND 
ORGANIZING  -  PET  FRIENDLY  - 
"HIGHLY  RECOMMENDED.'  601- 
9IB-6947.  y,,  _ 


NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
INC.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  662  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 

662-455-6743 _ 

HHDBBBBG  SHINTO  GLASTMeodian 
Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 
to  601-483-7958  or  call  800-368-2705. 
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'Courageous'  takes  first  place  among  new  movies 


By  Tbny 

Associate 


Martin 

Editor 


Courageous,  the 
Christian  motion 


latest 

from 


Christian  motion  picture  from 
the  Georgia  Baptist  church  that 
brought  Facing  die  Giants  and 
Fireproof  to  the  big  screen, 
earned  over  nine  million  dollars 
during  its  nationwide  opening 
weekend  to  score  first  place 
among  all  motion  pictures 
released  in  the  same  time 
od,  according  to  movie 
web  site  boxofficemojo.com. 

Dolphin  Tale,  released  a 
week  ahead  of  Courageous,  led 
overall  weekend  ticket  sales 
followed  by  Moneyball,  also 
released  a  week  ahead  of 
Courageous,  and  The  Lion 
King  (3-D),  which  was  released 
two  weeks  ahead  of 
Courageous.  Courageous 
placed  fourth  overall. 

Courageous  is  the  fourth 
release  from  Sherwood 
Pictures,  the  movie-: 
ministry  of  Sherwood  Chi 
in  Albany,  Georgia,  which  is 
pas  toned  by  Pascagoula  native 
and  Mississippi  College  grad¬ 
uate  Michael  Catt.  The 
church's  last  release. 
Fireproof,  was  the  number  one 
independent  film  of  2008. 

Hollywood  insiders  closely 
watch  per-screen  income  as  an 
indication  of  a  movie's  finan¬ 
cial  health.  Courageous  opened 
on  1,161  screens  nationwide 

(comparison 
ed  on  3,515  screens  in 
the  same  time  period  but  aver¬ 
aged  only  $3,958  per  screen. 


The  financial  numbers,  how¬ 
ever  tell  only  part  of  he  story. 

“What  I  liked  about 
Courageous  is  that  no  one 
personality  really  stood  out," 
said  Shelby  Hazzard,  associa- 
tional  missions  director  for 
Washington  County.  "The 
movie  presented  a  lot  of  aver¬ 
age,  ordinary  people  in  tile 
everyday  struggle  of  life,  so 
the  audience  could  connect 
with  most  any  of  the  charac¬ 
ters  in  the  movie  in  portions 
of  the  character's  lives.  > 
"The  opening  scene  was 
really  gripping.  Trie  carjacking 
really  sucked  me  in,  and  it  put 
you  on  the  edge  of  your  seat. 
There  were  parts  of  the  movie 
that  were  really  funny.  At  the 
same  time,  it  was  deeply  mov¬ 
ing  and  sad,  and  the  movie  did 
a  really  good  job  with  getting 
you  involved  with  Adam  (the 
main  character]  and  his  wife." 
Hazzard  pointed  out  that  the 
making  Gospel  was  dearly  presented 
Church  during  the  course  of  tne  movie. 

He  saw  Courageous  at  Neloo 
theaters  in  Greenville,  and  "the 
only  seats  not  filled  were  the 
ones  on  the  very  front  row." 

Some  pastors  and  churches 
promoted  the  film  in  unique 
David  Aultinan,  pastor 


"After  a  couple  of  weeks  of 
not  hearing  anything,  I  got  Tom 
Crocker  from  Life  Way  to  make 
a  call,  and  within  a  few  minutes 
1  had  a  lady  from  Provident 
Films  call  me.  We  have  a  small 
community  and  small  theaters, 
so  I  had  to  try  to  convince  her 
as  to  why  we  should  have  it.  I 
told  her  that  the  pastor  of 
Sherwood  Church,  Michael 
Catt,  is  from  Jackson  County 
and  grew  up  in  Pascagoula.  She 
told  me.  Til  fight  with  Sony 
(the  distributor)  to  get  it  here/ 
"I  communicated  with 
Jackson  County  Association 
and  told  them  mat  we  had  to 
guarantee  1,000  tickets  the  first 
weekend.  Long  story  short,  we 
were  able  to  get  a  sellout  crowd 
for  a  Thursday  night  preview 
showing  and  we  had  sellouts  in 
the  evenings  and  for  maybe  two 
itinees  during  the  weekend." 


matinees  during  ttv 
John  Temple, 


pastor  of 


vwayB.  D 
of  First  Church,  Gautier;  said, 
'About  two  months  ago,  I  real¬ 
ized  the  movie  was  coming  and 
our  com- 
or  were 
.n't  going 
to  be  shown  in  Jackson  County. 
I  got  on  the  Courageous  web¬ 
site  and  signed  up  to  be  an 
Action  Squad  Leader. 


not  many  people  in  ot 
m  unity  knew  about  it  < 


offered  to  the  community.  "We 
bought  two  Saturday  morning 
(theaters)  for  law  enforcement 
and  their  families  only.  The 
reason  we  did  that  is  because 
the  average  law  enforcement 
guy  isn't  going  to  go  into  a 
dark  room  and  not  know  who 
is  sitting  behind  him. 

"We  felt  like  with  the 
emphasis  on  law  enforcement 
that  Courageous  has,  we'd 
make  it  available  to  just  them. 
Saturday  we  had  59  to  show 
up,  which  included  law 
enforcement  officers  and  ’their 
wives  and  children.  At  the  end 


of  the  movie  we  gave  an 
appeal,  among  other  things,  to 
ask  them  if  they'd  make  the 
commitment  to  be  a  godly 
father,  to  be  a  godly  husband  of 
integrity,  and  to  commit  their 
lives  to  serve  the  Lord.  We 
wanted  to  give  them  a  copy  of 
the  resolution  that  was  present¬ 
ed  in  the  movie,  free  of  charge. 
We're  going  to  show  it  again 
this  Saturday  and  we  anticipate 
an  even  bigger  crowd. 

"We  also  provided  a  meal 
from  Chick-Fu- A  for  the  whole 
family.  We  gave  Bibles  to 
every  law  enforcement  person 
there,  and  a  book  written  by  a 
cop  in  California  who  used  the 
passage  from  Ephesians  6  to 
equate  the  spiritual  armor  in 
that  passage  to  the  armor  of  a 
policeman.  We  also  gave  away 
some  door  prizes,  several 
Courageous  calendars,  and 
two  $50  gift  cards  to  a  real  nice 
restaurant  in  town. 

"We  invited  law  enforce¬ 
ment  from  three  counties,  and 
we  let  police  chaplains  deal 
with  the  decision  process  at 
the  end  of  the  movie.  After 
next  weekend,  we're  going  to 
approach  the  law  enforcement 
agencies  in  our  county  and 
see  if  we  can  start  accountabil¬ 
ity  groups  that  would  meet 
away  from  the  station." 

While  Courageous  appears 
to  be  primarily  for  men  and 
fathers,  moms  will  find  plenty 
to  love  in  the  movie,  too.  Angie 
Hazzard,  Shelby's  wife,  said,  "I 
thought  the  movie  was  won¬ 
derful,  moving,  and  a  much- 
needed  message  in  our  culture 


today.  Across  the  board,  many 
men  aren't  fulfilling  the  role  of 
father  like  they  might  have  in 
past  generations.  The  movie 
has  a  Tot  to  say  about  the  fami¬ 
ly  unit  and  about  what  God 
expects  from  the  family  model. 

"My  mother  is  on  her  fourth 
marriage,  and  1  never  really  had 
a  father  in  my  life,  so  for  me  it 
was  encouraging  to  see  differ¬ 
ent  scenarios  of  how  people 
deal  in  situations  where  there 
isn't  a  father.  I've  seen  two  or 
three  of  those  scenarios  play  out 
in  my  own  life.  I  never  really 
had  a  relationship  with  my  bio¬ 
logical  father,  and  there  never 
was  anyone  else  my  mother 
married  to  step  up  and  fulfill 
that  role  in  my  life,  so  it  was 
encouraging  to  me  and  maybe 
would  be  to  other  families." 

"As  a  father  of  a  nine-year- 
old  son,  it  really  touches  me 
to  think  of  how  important  it  is 
to  protect  our  families,"  said 
Philip  Price,  associational 
missions  director  for  Jackson 
County  Association.  "You 
have  a  movie  where  you  have 
these  police  officers  risking 
their  lives  for  their  communi¬ 
ties,  but  they  aren't  necessari¬ 
ly  orotecting  their  families. 
You  have  to  ask,  'what's  real¬ 
ly  important  in  the  end?' 

"We  do  a  lot  of  good  tilings, 
but  we're  called  to  be  right  in 
the  center  of  God's  perfect  will 
for  our  lives.  God  has  called  us 
to  be  more  than  just  good." 

Editor's  note:  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  on  Courageous,  visit 
unow.courageousthemovie.com. 


Riviyus  \\d  Homi comixc.s 


1.  Corinth  Church,  Singleton: 
Homecoming,  Oct  9;  services,  1030 
a.m.,  followed  by  lunch;  Ross 
Holleyman,  speaker;  John  Sharp, 
pastor. 

2.  McAdams  Church,  Sallia: 
Homecoming  Oct  9;  services,  11 
a.m.,  followed  by  lunch;  John 
Robert  Ballard,  speaker;  James 
Young,  pastor. 

3.  Siloam  Church,  West  Point 
Homecoming,  Qet  9,10,45  a.m., 
followed  by  lunch;  Joe  Senter, 
speaker,  William  Tiffin,  music 

4.  Spring  Hill  Church,  Hazlehuret 

Revival,  Oct  9  -12;  Sure,  11  am.; 
More  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Stan 
Weatherford,  speaker;  Joel  Haire, 


5.  Hope  Church,  Philadelphia: 
Revival,  Oct.  9-12;  Sure,  11  am. 
and  630  pare;  More  -  Wed.,  7  pare; 
James  Young,  speaker  Faye  and 
Reuben  Moore,  music;  Dennis 
Duval,  pastor. 

6.  Holly  Springs  Church,  Foxworth: 
Homecoming,  Oct  9;  services,  11 
a  are,  followed  by  dinner  on  the 
grounds  and  singing.  130  pare; 
Kevin  Crazier,  speaker.  The  Lees 
and  other  guests,  music;  Ron 
Jordan,  pastor. 


7-  County  Line  Church,  Crystal 
Springs:  Revival,  Oct.  10  -  13,  7 
p.m.;  Tyson  Windom  and  Jerry 
Mixon,  speakers. 

8.  Linwood  Church,  Union: 
Homecoming,  Oct.  9;  Sunday 
School,  9:30  a.m.;  worship, 
10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  covered 
dish  lunch;  Gary  Johnson, 
speaker. 

9.  Providence  Church,  Grenada: 

- Revival,  Oct.  9  -  12;  Sun.,  6 

Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
i  Jackson,  speaker. 

10.  First  Church,  Burnsville:  175th 
anniversary,  Oct.  9,  2  p.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  reception;  Stanley 
Magill,  speaker;  Martha  Magill, 
music. 

11.  Paynes  Church,  Tallahatchie 
County:  Revival,  Oct.  9  -  12; 
Sun.,  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
lunch  and  5  p.m.:  Mon.  -  Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Gerald  Shook,  speaker; 
special  music  each  service; 
Gene  Foshee,  pastor. 

12.  McCool  Church,  Attala 
Association:  Homecoming  and 
125th  anniversary,  Oct.  9;  ser¬ 
vices,  10:45  a.m.,  followed  by 
lunch  and  special  music. 


13.  Franklin  Church,  Flora:  Revival, 
Oct.  9  -  12;  Sun,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  6:30  p.m.; 
Billy  Smith,  speaker;  David 
Westbrook  and  Ronnie  Parker, 
music. 

14.  Ackerman  Church,  Ackerman: 

Revival,  Oct.  9  - 12;  Sun.,  11  a  on. 
and  6  p.m.;  More  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Bob  Irvin,  speaker;  Chris 
Jenkins,  music;  Danny  Irvin, 
pastor. 


15.  Immanuel  Church,  Greenwood: 
Annual  day,  Oct.  9;  service,  10:30 
a.m.  followed  by  potluck  dinner; 
John  Shackleford,  speaker. 
Revival,  Nov.  6-9;  Sun.,  11  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  6:30 
p.m.;  Rick  Spencer,  speaker. 

16.  North  Calvary  Church, 

Philadelphia:  Homecoming 

Oct.  9;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
covered  dish  lunch;  Lawrence 
Runnels,  speaker;  Sherry  Irons, 
music;  Eugene  Dobbs,  pastor. 

17.  Mesa  Church,  lyiertown:  100th 
anniversary,  Oct.  8  -  9;  Sat., 
church  picnic,  10  a.m.  -  2  p.m.; 
Sun.,  services,  10  a.m.,  with  a 
time  of  remembering  followed 
by  covered  dish  lunch;  Tommy 
King,  speaker. 


18.  Harmony  Church,  Lincoln: 
Homecoming  Oct  9;  worship,  10 
am,  sowing  11  a.m,  followed  by 
lunch;  Larry  Eikenloff,  speaker; 
Southern  Praise,  music;  Owen 
King  pastutv- 

19.  ML  Vernon  Church,  Liberty 

Association:  Revival.  Oct.  7  -  9;  Fn. 
-  Sat,  6  pm.;  Sun,  11  am,  followed 
by  lunch;  Rick  Kennedy,  t 
Glen  Gatlin,  music;  Jerry 
pastor. 

20.  Bay  Springs  Church,  Oxford: 
175tii  anniversary  and  homecom¬ 
ing  Oct  16;  worship,  10  am,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  covered  dish  lunch  and 
music  by  the  Bluff  City  Quartet  and 
the  Lost  TVine  Blue  Grass  Gospel 
Singers;  Paul  Brown,  speaker; 
Baptist  Historical  Commission  will 
present  175th  anniversary  certifi¬ 
cate. 


21.  River  Bend  Church,  Monroe 
Association:  Revival,  Oct  9  -  12; 
Sure,  1030  a.ire  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  - 
Wed,  7  p.m.;  Mickey  Dalrymple, 
speaker;  R.L.  and  Beth  Sigrest  wor¬ 
ship  leaders;  Roy  McHenry,  pastor. 

22.  Clear  Branch  Church,  Florence: 
Homecoming  Oct  9;  services,  1930 
am,  followed  by  lunch;  Wiley 
Reid,  speaker;  Jonathan  Sherwin, 
pastor. 
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World  Hunger  Fund  teaches,  nourishes  India  families 


marked  improvement  in  his  area.  They  join  'the  cause'  so 
health  horn  her  last  visit  The  their  stomachs  will  be  fiUed," 
sores  on  his  body  are  gone.  His  Sarkar  explains.  "With  this  pro¬ 
hair  is  losing  the  orange-tint  of  gram,  we  can  change  the  fate  of 
malnutrition  and  he  is  energetic  communities  —  physically,  eco- 
This  in  itself  is  a  big  sign  that  nomically,  and  spiritually, 
the  nutrition  lessons  and  grow-  "FAITH  gardens  are  a  great 
ing  their  own  healthy  vegetables  tool  God  has  given  us  so  we 
are  taking  hold.  In  India,  may  enter  unreached  areas 
UNICEF  estimates  more  than  147  like  this,"  Sarkar  says,  explain- 
milhon  children  under  age  five  ing  that  as  a  result  of  snaring 
suffer  from  malnourisnment.  Christ's  love  through  caring 
Sarkar  estimates  every  child  in  for  physical  need  ',  more  than 
**■“  suffers,  as  well  as  the  50  prayer  cells  liave  started. 

gather  around  her  Sarkar  s  team  estimates  they 

u  eating  your  dark  will  reach  more  than  29,000 
„  /  vegetables?"  Sarkar  adults  and  children  through  14 

asks.  In  India,  most  mothers  are  FAITH  garden  workshops  this 
anemic  because  they  do  not  get  year.  The  World  Hunger  Fund, 
enough  iron.  A  woman  in  me  channeled  through  Southern 
crowd  answers,  "Yes,  we  are  Baptist  humanitarian  workers, 

rlnano  ovartK/  mi  urai  e*«st  " 


BAPTISTS 


1.  First  Church,  Jackson, 
has  recently  formed 
Cornerstone  Choir, 
directed  by  Eva  Hart 
(seated).  Leadership 
team,  shown,  includes 
Taylor  and  Catherine 
Sledge,  Barbara 

Hutchins,  Emily  Agent, 
Deborah  Bolen,  and 
Christopher  Weeks.  The 
choir  is  made  up  of  10th  - 
12th  graders. 

2.  Topeka  Church,  Jay  ess, 
ordained  Maurice 

Rutland  as  deacon  Sept. 
18.  Shown  are  pastor  Dale 
Authement,  Rutland, 
wife  Wendy,  daughter 
Grade,  and  son,  Jonah. 

-3  Star  Church,  Star; 
ordained  David  Bynum 
as  deacon  Sept  25. 
Shown  are  John 
Edmonson,  Bynum,  and 
pastor  Vic  Bowman. 

■ 

4.  First  Church,  Durant, 
ordained  David  Rogers, 
Kenneth  Dickerson,  and 
David  TYuitt  as  deacons 
Aug.  7.  Shown  are  the 
three  men. 

5.  East  End  Church, 
Columbus,  ordained 
Martin  Dees  as  deacon 
Aug.  28.  Shown  are  Dees 
and  pastor  Albert 
WUkerson  presenting  the 
certificate. 

6.  Handsboro  Church, 
Gulfport,  held  a  special 


adults 


Editor's  note:  For  more  sto¬ 
ries  about  the  World  Hunger 
Fund  at  work,  overseas,  go  to 
www.asiastories.com. 


LEARNING  TO  FARM  —  A  woman  in  India  picks  tomatoes  in 
a  field  prepared  and  cultivated  through  FAITH  (Food  Always  in 
the  Home)  garden  techniques.  This  test  plot  places  the  FAITH  gar¬ 
dens  technique  next  to  the  traditional  farming  methods  so  vil¬ 
lagers  can  see  the  huge  difference  in  yield.  (BP  photo) 


even  meet  to  pray  now,' 


the  woman  continues,  quickly 
glancing  to  the  tree  line  not 
more  than  400  feet  away,  where 
bands  of  terrorists  live  and 
roam.  "Since  we  started  doing 
that  every  day,  there  is  mum 
peace  in  our  village.’ 


Ben  Yarfoer,  pastor  of  Faith  Church,  West  Point,  is 
shown  welcoming  Jordan  Smith  as  youth  minister 
(center)  and  Ken  Talley  as  music  minister.  They 
assumed  their  duties  Sept.  7. 


INDIA  (BP)  —  The 
mother  rushes  out  to 


leaf.  It's  only  been  a  few  months 
since  Sarkar  taught  the  FATIH 

1  A  1 _ _ Y_  U _ \ 


Sarkar  (not  her  real  name)  as  (Food  Always  m  the  Home) 


she  walks  up  the  jungle  path 


Hardy  Street  Church  of  Hattiesburg  has  called  David  M. 
O'Dell  of  Austell,  Georgia,  as  its  senior  pastor.  O'Dell 
senior  pastor  of  First  Church,  Austell,  Ga.,  will  be  the  first 
pastor  for  the  newly  named  Hardy  Street  Church,  formerly 
the  east  campus  of  Temple  Church.  He  will  assume  his 
duties  at  Hardy  Street  in  October.  He  is  a  native  of  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  and  has  served  as  senior  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Austell  for  the  past  four  years.  He  was  pastor  of  young 
families  at  Sandy  Plains  Church  in  Marietta,  Ga.,  for  one 
year;  minister  in  residence  at  First  Church  of  Atlanta,  Ga., 
for  one  year  and  student  pastor  at  First  Church  of 
Marmaduke,  Ark.,  for  three  years.  He  was  graduated  from 
Arkansas  State  University  and  earned  nis  Master  of 
Divinity  and  Doctor  of  Ministry  from  the  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  He  and  his  wife  Heather 
have  four  children:  Cartel;  Summer,  Tilly  and  Story. 


y  the  Southern  Baptist  World  known  for  terrorist  activity.  Even 
lunger  Fund,  but  it's  already  though  she  can't  see  the  men 
iking  root  in  this  impover-  with  guns  and  bombs,  she  knows 
hed  community  in  India.  they  are  watching.  Not  many 

The  goal  of  the  program  is  to  outsiders  venture  this  far  into  the 
ring  about  transformation  by  jungle.  The  terrorist  group  allows 
aching  villagers  to  not  only  her  entry  because  sne  has  some- 
row  food  for  themselves  but  to  thing  useful  to  teach  —  farming 
so  sell  the  excess  in  the  market,  and  nutrition. 

As  Sarkar  asks  about  organic  "Hunger  is  a  result  of  pover- 
rHHzer,  she  snuggles  the  young  ty,  and  poverty  is  the  main  rea- 
lother's  baby  and  nonces  a  son  there  are  terrorists  in  this 


den.  "See?  We  did  everything 
just  like  you  taught  and  now 
there's  enough  here  to  feed  us 
and  even  some  left  over  to  sell." 
4  The  pair  walks  the  rows  of 
flourishing  tomatoes  and  beans, 
stopping  to  pluck  off  a  dead 


Southern  Baptist  Convention,  head-  TTfa%  M  J 

quartered  in  Richmond,  Va.,  and  20%  M  I  I  1^1  I 
through  the  North  American  Mission  -ML  Jm  ^ 

Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 

Convention,  headquartered  in  Alpharetta,  Ga.  For  more  information  on  the  Southern  Baptist 
World  Hunger  Fund,  including  resources  Torpromotion  of  Worid  Hunger  Sunday  in  your 
church,  go  to  www.worldhungerfund.com. 


7.  New  Zion  Church, 

Monti  cello,  ordained 

- Elijah  Davis  to  the  pas- 

toral  ministry  recently. 
Shown  are  pastor  Jeff 
Davis,  Davis,  and  Davis' 
fiancee  Kristen  Fitzgerald. 

8.  Dalton 


1.  Faith  Church,  West  Point 


- - *  Williams,  Jr., 

shown,  a  member  of 
GUlrturg  Church, 
Gillsburg,  won  the  best 
overall  cake  award  for  his 
caramel  pound  cake  at 
the  men's  cake  bake. 

New  Prospect  Church, 
Leake  Association,  pre¬ 
sented  a  plaque  of  appre¬ 
ciation  to  Vera  Moore  for 
50  years  of  service  as 
church  clerk  and  treasurer 
Sept  25.  Shown  are  Moore 
and  pastor  Jobe  Miller. 


925-3248  or  odenwald&mc.edu.  Also 
visit  www.mc.edu/familyweekend  for 
more  details. 

Mississippi  College  was  recently 
named  the  recipient  of  national  honor 
society  Alpha  Lamba  Delta's  Delta 
Gold  award  for  an  amazing  168  per¬ 
cent  increase  in  chapter  membership 
over  a  year's  span.  Tne  Christian  uni¬ 
versity's  membership  increased  from 
57  students  to  153  undergraduates  in 
2010-2011,  and  more  growth  ahead  is 
anticipated  this  year. 


Mississippi  College  is  hosting  a  family 
weekend  Oct  7-8,  including  tailgating 
on  the  Quad,  a  student  talent  show,  a 
Choctaws  football  game,  soccer  con¬ 
tests,  and  tribal  breakfasts.  There  are 
some  costs  to  attend  Family  Weekend 
events,  including  the  showings  of 
'Guys  and  Dolls,®  ($15  for  adults  and 
$10  for  students),  the  Saturday  dinner 
on  die  Quad  ($10)  and  the  football  game 
($4).  Contact  Joseph  Odenwald  for  more 
information  on  ticket  prices,  and  other 
activities  during  this  fun-filled  weekend 


2.  The  O'Dells 


r 


Iran  adds  new  charges  in  campaign  to  execute  pastor 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
Pressure  on  Iran  continues  to 
build  for  the  release  of  Christian 
pastor  Yousef  Nadarkhani,  who 
is  facing  a  death  sentence  as  the 
US.  State  Department  issued  its 
first  statement  and  a  leading 
religious  liberty  organization 
urged  Christians  worldwide  to 
contact  Iran's  United  Nations 
ambassador. 

In  the  meantime,  the  capital 
charge  of  "apostasy  from 
Islam"  that  Nadarkhani  faces 
has  been  upgraded  to  include 


allegations  of  rape,  extortion, 
and  national  security,  CNN 
reported  on  Saturday.  Critics  of 
the  radical  Islamic  theocracy 
ruling  Iran  have  accused  the 
government  of  adding  the 
charges  to  bolster  their  case  for 
executing  Nadarkhani. 

The  pastor  refused  to  recant 
Christianity  four  times  last 
week  and  could  be  executed 
any  day  for  his  faith.  A  court 
sentenced  him  to  death  because 
his  parents  are  Muslim  and  he 
is  a  Christian.  Iranians  bom  into 


Nadarkhani 

the  Muslim  faith  are  prohibited 
from  converting  to  any  other 
religion,  under  threat  of  death. 

ine  State  Department 
issued  a  statement  mat  men¬ 
tions  Nadarkhani  and  says 
the  United  States  remains 
"deeply  concerned  by  reports 


of  the  Iranian  government's 
continued  repression  of  its 
people  ”  The  statement  also 
says  the  department  remains 
"particularly  concerned” 
about  the  pastor. 

"The  United  States  stands 
with  the  international  commu¬ 
nity  and  all  Iranians  against 
the  Iranian  government's  hyp¬ 
ocritical  statements  and 
action^  and  we  continue  to 
call  for  a  government  that 
respects  the  human  rights  and 
freedom  of  all  those  living  in 
Iran."  the  statement  says. 

The  statement  came  a  day 
after  the  White  House  urged 
Nadarkhani's  release,  saying  a 
death  sentence  by  Iran  “violates 
the  religious  values  they  claim 
to  defend."  Speaker  of  me  US. 
House  of  Representatives  John 
Boehner  ana  British  Foreign 
Secretary  William  Hague  also 
have  spoken  out 

International  Christian 
Concern  (ICC),  which  monitors 
religious  liberty  around  the 
world,  began  urging  Christians 


to  call  or  email  Mohammad 
Khazaee,  Iran's  ambassador  to 
the  United  Nations.  (Contact 
information:  (212)  687-2020 
and  iran®un.int) 

Throughout  his  imprison¬ 
ment  (Nadarkhani]  has  trusted 
in  the  Lord  and  has  been  a  bold 
witness  of  the  redeeming  work 
of  Christ  in  his  life,"  ICC  said  in 
a  statement  adding  that  the 
pastor  "has  learned  to  delight  in 
hardships  and  persecution  for 
Christ's  sake  (2  Cor.  12:10)." 

Meanwhile,  Iran's  Fare  News 
Agency  reported  Friday  that 
Nadarkhani  was  to  be  put  to 
death  for  rape  and  extortion  — 
charges  not  present  in  any  pre¬ 
vious  court  document  since  his 
2009  arrest  CNN  reported. 
Nadarkhani  defenders  have 
embarrassed  the  government 
by  pointing  out  that  Iran  does 
not  have  a  law  defining  aposta¬ 
sy  as  a  capital  offense 

Religious  liberty  experts 
immediately  defended 

Nadarkhani.  calling  the  charges 
false.  "They  are  feeling  tne 


attention,  they  are  feeling  the 
weight  of  the  eyes  of  the  world 
watching  how  they  are  treating 
this  man,"  Todd  Nettleton, 
spokesman  for  Voice  of  the 
Martyrs,  told  CNN.  “I  am 
dumbfounded,  though,  that  at 
this  stage  in  the  game  this  is 
what  they  would  trot  out" 

Christian  Solidarity 

Worldwide,  another  religious 
liberty  group,  sent  out  a  Tweet 
saying  Quit  it  has  "court  docu¬ 
ments  that  are  very  specific" 
in  charging  the  pastor  only 
with  apostasy. 

Nadarkhani's  refusal  to 
recant  has  inspired  Christians 
worldwide.  The  American 
Center  for  Law  and  Justice 
reported  one  of  Nadarkhani's 
court  exchanges:  "Repent 
means  to  return.  What  should  I 
return  to?  To  the  blasphemy 
that  I  had  before  my  faith  in 
Christ?"  he  asked. 

To  the  religion  of  your 
ancestors,  Islam,"  the  judge 
reportedly  replied.  "I  cannot" 
Nadarkhani  responded. 


Obama  administration  clears  same  sex  marriages  for  military  bases 


WASHINGTON  (BP)— Same 
sex  marriage  ceremonies  may  be 
conducted  on  military  bases  by 
military  chaplains,  the  Pentagon 
announced  in  a  controversial 


of  Marriage  Act  (DOMA),  which 
defines  marriage  in  federal  law 
as  being  only  between  a  man  and 
a  woman. 

The  Department  of  Defense 
(DOD)  made  clear  the  policy 
for  ite  chaplains  and  facilities 
only  10  days  after  its  ban  on 
open  homosexuality  in  the 
military  was  officially  lifted. 
The  Pentagon  provided  the 
guidance  in  two  memos. 

A  Sept.  30  memo  said  a 
chaplain  may  participate  in  a 

Svate  wedding  at  or  away 
m  a  military  installation  u 
such  a  ceremony  is  legal  at  the 
state  or  local  level.  A  chaplain  is 
not  required  to  take  part  in  a 
private  ceremony  if  doing  so 
would  conflict  with  his  or  her 
"religion  or  personal  beliefs," 
according  to  the  guidance. 

The  memo  also  says  a  chap¬ 
lain's  participation  does  not 
amount  to  a  DOD  endorsement 
of  the  ceremony.  Although  die 
memo  does  not  specifically 
mention  same  sex  marriage,  it 


makes  dear  its  issuance  came 
in  response  to  the  repeal  of  the 
ban  cn  open  homosexuality. 

In  a  Sept.  21  memo 
announced  at  the  same  time, 
the  Pentagon  said  decisions 
about  the  use  of  military  facil¬ 
ities  for  private  occasions 
"should  be  made  on  a  sexual- 
orientation  neutral  basis,  pro¬ 
vided  such  use  is  not  prohib¬ 
ited  by  applicable  state  and 
local  laws,"  the  American 
Forces  Press  Service  reported. 

"It  is  outrageous  that  only 
10  days  after  repeal  of  the  law 
against  homosexuality  in  the 
Aimed  Forces,  the  Defense 
Department  is  already  push¬ 
ing  the  military  further  down 
the  slippery  slope,"  said  Tony 
Perkins,  president  of  the 
Family  Research  Council,  in  a 
written  statement. 

Tony  Perkins  is  not  related 
to  William  Perkins,  editor  of 
The  Baptist  Record. 

The  repeal  law  passed  by 
the  lame-duck  Congress  last 
year  said  nothing  about  autho¬ 
rizing  same-sex  Veddings1  on 
military  bases  or  by  military 
citaplains.  DOMA  remains  the 
law  in  America,  defining  mar¬ 
riage  as  a  union  of  one  man 
ana  one  woman  for  all  pur- 
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poses  under  federal  law,"  said 
Perkins,  who  called  on  the 
White  House  "to  end  its  multi¬ 
front  attack  upon  marriage." 

Opponents  of  DOMA 
applauded  the  decisions. 


the  military  who  simply  do 
not  believe  that  gay  ana  les¬ 
bian  servicemembers  are  sec¬ 
ond-class  citizens,  and  those 
chaplains  should  have  the 
freedom  to  practice  their  reli¬ 
gion  as  they  see  fit,  including 
officiating  at  ceremonies  that 
their  denominations  recog¬ 
nize,”  said  Alex  Nicholson, 
executive  director  of 
Servicemembers  United, 
according  to  the  Washington 
Blade,  a  leading  newspaper 
for  homosexuals. 

The  guidance  provided  by 
the  Pentagon  closely  resembled 
a  memo  on  the  subject  issued 
by  die  Navy  in  April  before 
being  pulled  in  May  after  criti¬ 
cism  from  more  than  60  mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress.  At  the  tifrie. 
Chief  of  Chaplains  Rear  Adm. 
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Mark  Tidd  said  he  was  sus¬ 
pending  his  authorization  for 
Navy  chaplains  to  perform 
same  sex  weddings  on  base 
pending  "additional  legal  and 
policy  review”  and  enhanced 
cooperation  with  other  branch¬ 
es  of  the  military.  The 
Washington  Post  reported. 

After  learning  of  Tidd's 
original  memo,  63  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives 
wrote  Secretary  of  die  Navy 
Ray  Mabus,  former  governor 
of  Mississippi,  to  complain. 


"Offering  up  federal  facilities 
and  federal  employees  for 
same-sex  marriages  violates 
DOMA,  which  is  still  the  law 
of  the  land  and  binds  our  mil¬ 
itary,  including  chaplains," 

theywTote.  • 

DOMA,  which  was  signed 
into  law  by  President  Clinton 
in  1996,  not  only  defines  mar¬ 
riage  in  federal  law  as  being 
between  a  man  and  a  woman, 
but  it  empowers  states  to 
refuse  to  recognize  another 
state's  same  sex  marriages. 
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ces  in  Lifeway  survey 

Bible  readers  survey  cent  strongly  prefer  it.  six 

percent  are  not  sure. 

Bible  readers  are  even 
more  adamant  about  not 
making  references  to  God 
gender-inclusive. 

Thty  were  told,  "Another 
issue  Bible  translators  face 
relates  to  references  to  God 
as  'father'  in  the  Greek  and 
Hebrew.  Some  translators 
think  these  should  be  trare- 
la  ted  literally  as  ’father’ 
while  others  think  they 
should  be  translated  into 
gender-inclusive  terms  such 
as  'parent' 'Do  you  prefer 
the  literal  or  more  gender- 
inclusive?" 

In  response,  89%  want  a 
literal  translation  of  gen¬ 
der-specific  references  to 
God,  including  68%  who 
strongly  prefer  literal  trans¬ 
lation  and  21%  who  some¬ 
what  prefer  literal  transla¬ 
tion.  Five  percent  some¬ 
what  prefer  gender-inclu¬ 
sive  translation,  and  two 
percent  strongly  prefer  gen- 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 

Most  American  Bible  readers 
prefer  word-for-word  transla¬ 
tions  of  the  original  Greek  and 
Hebrew  over  thought-for- 
thought  translations,  saying 
they  value  accuracy  over  reach 
1  ability,  according  to  a  new 

Life  Way  Research  study.  _ _ 

The  study  encompassed  low  these 
2,000  Bible  readers  who  par-  M 
ticipated  through  a  demo-  Ri 
graphically  representative  Bi 
online  panel.  To  qualify,  par-  a 
ticipants  had  to  read  the  ffible  Bi 
in  a  typical  month  either  by  er 
themselves  or  as  part  of  a  pr 
family  activity  and  not  merely  of 
in  a  church  or  group  setting.  se 

When  asked  whether  they  ev 
prefer  "word-for-word  trans¬ 
lations,  where  the  original  tic 
words  are  translated  as  exact-  nc 
ly  as  possible,"  or  "thought-  m< 
for-thought  translations,  w< 
where  the  translators  attempt 
to  reproduce  the  intent  of  the  of 
original  thought  rather  than  of 
translating  the  exact  words,"  Bil 
61%  chose  word-for-word.  re< 

That  includes  33%  who 
strongly  prefer  woid-for  word 
translation  and  28%  who  some-  sin 
what  prefer  it  In  contrast,  20%  sei 
prefer  thought-for-thought,  me 
including  six  percent  with  a 


1T1  •)'ingit  ,  •  63%  believe  it  should 
what  more  important,  be  simple  for  anyone  to 
teen  percent  say  easy  understand  while  14% 

n7  » J°meu|U,t  m°re  *“V  •*»  language  should 
nt,  and  eight  percent  be  meant  more  for  people 
much  more  important,  who  have  a  lot  of  !xp£n- 
acent  are  not  sure.  ence  with  the  Bible, 
interesting  to  note  that  .40%  prefer  more  for- 
onot necessarily  fol-  mal  language  while  26% 
- .^Scott  say  it  should  be  more 
director  of  LifeWay  informal. 

Those  wading  the  *  22%  want  language 
Tonm  represent  only  more  for  casual  reading 
all  Bible  purchasers,  while  44%  say  it  should 
>^<share meirpref-  be  designed  more  for  in- 


rtion  of  all  Bible  purchasers,  while  44%  say  it  should  *?[.'*"**" 1  - 

designed  more  for  in-  H 

oes  for  different  translation  depth  study. 
jpy  hut  may  not  be  aware 

.  characteristics  are  pie-  "In  the  same  way  dri- 

,  ~  Yers  want  big,  powerful,  A 

ime  ones  that  they  own.  fuel-efficient  vehicles,  axttwm  W 

Without  specific  ins  true-  Bible  readers  want  \ 

most  readers  will  not  word-for-word  transla-  w«M™terikv.  of 

®  when  a  translation  tions  that  are  easy  to  "■otem* 

es  away  from  a  literal  or  understand,"  McConnell 

i-for-word  translation."  said.  "As  translators  try 

espondents  hold  a  variety  to  cross  the  globe  and  a 

muons  regarding  the  style  two  millennia,  fully  _ _ _ 

inguage  they  prefer  in  a  accomplishing  both  is  ”“*'****"  jJHBfc  iAmt 

:  Translation  for  personal  not  always  possible."  MM 

mg.  Among  them:  The  survey  also  asked 

about  translation  of  God's 
68%  want  language  to  be  name.  Though  many 

>ler  to  understand  while  Bible  versions  translate  , 

"ljP«rceinf  want  it  to  be  God's  name  in  the  Old 

Testament  as  "the  LORD."  oth-  more  inclusive  translation 
S&TE  n?°re  using  what  is  like  "humankind"  or  "person." 

mnrrfer  to  *e  ordinal  pro-  Study  participants  were  toid: 

ntpnrfnittobeinoieofa  nunoahon,  "Yahweh.^  "Bible  tramlatorshave  to  make 

<yw  ,  *  /SI  in  10  Bible  choices  regarding  render  issues. 

27%  fevor  rontemporary  readers  (79%? prefer  the  tradi-  For  example,  *eoriSS  Greek 
age  while  46%  want  tradi-  honal  translation  "the  LORD”  and  Hebrew  often  uses  mascu- 

lumguage  _  over  the  original  pronuncia-  line  words  such  as  those  literal- 

36%  want  mere  modern  hem  Yahweh."  That  includes  ly  meaning  man'  to  describe 
iage  while  37%  favor  more  51%  who  strongly  prefer  "the  people  in  general.  Some  transla- 
isfooned  language.  LORD  and  27%  who  some-  tors  think  thrse  should  be  trans- 

19%  feel  understanding  what  prefer  it.  Seven  percent  lated  literally  as 'man' while  oth- 
rnguage  should  require  a  somewhat  prefer  "Yahweh"  ers  think  they  should  be  trans- 
:r  level  of  education  while  while  six  percent  strongly  lated  into  gender-inclusive 
iay  it  should  not  require  a  prefer  it.  Eight  percent  are  not  terms  such  as  ’humankind,'  hu- 

sure  which  they  favor.  man  being,’  person'  or  one' 

The  vast  majority  of  Bible  Which  do  you  prefer?" 
readers  do  not  prefer  gender-  A  majority  (53%)  strongly 
inclusive  translation  prefer  literal  translation  while 

approaches.  A  full  82%  prefer  29%  somewhat  prefer  the  literal 
«i  literal  translation  of  mascu-  rendering.  Only  nine  percent 
line  words  that  describe  peo-  somewhat  prefer  gender-inclu- 
ple  in  general  rather  thaw  a  sive  translation,  and  three  per- 


Hearina  is  Believin 


A  r,in0ton  '  lights  Baptist  Church  win  host  a  reception  for  Reverend  i  - - 

ATand  Mrs.  Ben  Carlisle  on  Sunday,  October  9,  2011,  at  3:00  pm  in  L 
the  church's  Fellowship  Hail  for  the  purpose  of  honoring  him  upon  his  ■  iter 
retirement  as  pastor  of  Arlington  Heights.  The  church  cordially  invites  Q  3x3  J 

family,  friends,  and  church  members  to  celebrate  this  occasion  with  us.  A 

Bro.  Ben  has  faithfully  served  as  a  minister  for  42  years  with  wtWOf  '  '  1 

his  last  25  years  at  Arlington  Heights  Baptist  Church,  BHr  1 

Pascagoula.  He  also  served  the  following  churches  in  the  state  of  *  , 

Mississippi:  Bethany  Baptist  Church,  Bay  Springs;  Calhoun 
Baptist  Church,  Taylorsville;  Mt.  Zion  Baptist  Church,  Mt.  Olive;  ,  SM 

and  Woodville  Baptist  Church,  Woodville.  In  addition,  he  served  kVB 

on  various  associations!  committees  during  his  pastorates  includ-  ■; 

ing  budget  committee,  operational  committee,  and  mission  project 
coordinator  where  he  served  as  moderator.  Bro.  Ben  served  two 

terms  on  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  as  secretary,  as  well  as  on  the  board's 
Executive  committee  as  secretary,  and  on  the  program  committee.  He  was  also  on  the  Board 
of  Trustees  for  William  Carey  University  serving  for  two  terms  including  one  term  as  chairman. 

Bro.  Ben  and  his  wife  Etta  have  been  married  41  years  and  are  the  parents  of  three  daughters, 
Chnsti  (Steven)  Donald,  Mary  Kathryn  Carlisle,  Karen  (Justin)  Graham  and  granddaughter  Amelia. 
Bro.  Ben  loves  working  with  people  and  sharing  Christ  daily. 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1 100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 

Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more  PMM  WHfmstrtn 

information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at  IrII  AsSOCMtfiS. 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  Ill" 


I 

I 
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61%  J 

Jr  Boy  Goodin 
^BobbyAAnn  Moody 

Wmdy  Carol  Goodman 

Mi  *  Mre.  James  Sanders 
Jimmy  Grace 

OiaAs*  Wanda 
OtreXman 

Mr  A  Mrs  Arnold  Grady 
Mr*.  Louise  D.  WIBiam 

Mrs.  Jewell  Greeter 

Bill  *  Deena  Bartee 
Teeny  Barbee 
Jean  Cully 

Mr  *  Mrs.  Stuart  V.  Allen 

M.£3££m°*™ 

Jimmy  *  Jo  Jenkins 
Evelyn  Hama 

Mrs  Janeiro  L  Cranage 
Mr.  Steve  Harden 

Gerald  A  Patricia 
Haeadman 
Mr  Paul  Harper 

Richard*  Cathy  New 
James  HaneO 

Mi*.  Evelyn  H.  Vaughn 
John  Harris 

Wallace  *  Carol  day 
Cory  Wallacr  Hart  7 
Barney  *  Paula  Albritton 
Mr.  Jimmie  Hart 

Gerald  *  Patricia 
Haasehnan 
Carr  Haskins 

Mr  Kafc  Haskins 
Susan  Haskins 

Mr  Kirk  Haskins 
Anita  Hatcher 

Bobby  It  Am  Moody 
Emma  Grace  Hayea 
Ms.  Martha  Mocee 
Rusty  Henderson 

Arthur*  Alicia  P  Burnett 

MrOtfmibu 

Kendrick  Mr  Chari 

BUI  Hewitt  Tee  *  Lac 

Mrs.  Betty  Jo  Hewitt  MraMaryLott 

Mr  Amos  Hite  Ovaries* 

Mr  *  Mrs.  James  C.  Brents  Mis.  Margie  Mi 
Jt-  Joe  *  Dor 

Betty  HoUowav  Gerald  * 

•  L  Goohfcy  SBC,  rec;  Hassehna. 


Mr  John  Or 

Dr*  Mrs  John  K.  Perry 


c*>ld* 


Ms  Lynda  L  Allen 
Keith  *  Kathy  Buchanan 
Roy*  Juanita  Cotfcrn 
Dr  *  Mrs  Kari  B  Horn 
Mrs  Evelyn  H.  Vaughn 
Ed  *  Faiba  Walker 

MyrtiBa  Burris  Kirk 

Ed  *Clarioe  Goodwin 
Mr  *  Mrs  William  X 


Mr  *  Mrs  A.  J.  Davis 
Eail  *  Pearl  Millaaps 
Mis  Am  D.  Mfflaaps 
Mr  *  Mrs  Paul  Buford 
EDen.  John.  Jordan* 
Brandon  Dodtery 
Cheater  Holley 
Calvin  Stodgfull 
foe  Howard  Minton 

Brandi  BC,  Morion 
Mr  Barger  Moss 

Amed  *  BiBye  Am 
Barfield 

Mr  *  Mrs  J.  B.  Haden 
Patty  *  Beth  SuOender 
Eeaie  Myers 

Stanton  BC  Natchez 
Lloyd  Nations 

M.oS.'SCG,n“ 

^ny  Lott's  ssc  Holcomb 

Paul  Nunnery 

Mias  flattie  Nunnpry 

WUU.  U _ nn _  ’ 


Pascagoula 

Mis  Pauline  W.  Robenon 
Mis  Edith  M.  Aldridge 
Mary  Idna  Robinson 
Mr  *  Mis  Raymond 

Huerta 

Mattie  Lou  Rogers 

Tom  *  Bettye  Coward 
Mrs  leasing  Dendy  Ryles 
Jimmy  *  Jo  Jenkins 
Ka  -M  Sampson 

Robert*  Janie  Thomas 
Gr  dy  Sanders 

Mr  *  Mrs  Randy  B.  Eaves 
DLare  Sandier 

Mr  Howard  S.  Gary 
XadSaaaer 

■  ^  A  Mrs.  B.  C.  MUvertm 
vwyn  G.  Seale 

Mr  *  Mrs  B.  A.  Anders 


Mrs  Jadde  Hava  <3362. 

^Springfield  BC  Morton 
Glenda  Ferguson 

Dr  fcMrs  A.  H  Ward 
Mrs  Evelyn  Ford 

^  *  Mrs  Jim  Brewer 
Marine  Franklin 

Mr.  Charles  Christmas 
Charles  LFrayser 

Mr.  Robert  T.Jefties 
France*  B.  Frazier 

Mrs  Edwin  B.  King 
Lettie  French  * 

Mrpift££’DLC™na®e 

MrS^SCG<neQyder 

Mr  A  Mrs  Derry  Crowell 
A  Lindsey 
Geneva  Gardner 
K^^BJbyCGrtdner 

Jimmy  *  Jo  Jenkins 
Mrs^fS^^^ 
a«J^r£^,ohn,CPm>, 


BCV  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 
»N  NORTH  MISSISSIPPI 

The  BCV  employs  Christian,  mission-minded,  husband  and  wife 
STof ^  d6Pentm  Chl,dren  °r  »  serve  in*  the'posi^ 

adultfvlirh Jseparenf;The  couples  must  be  mature  ChristialT 
wldl  sJnirH* rS°?  I[’te^rity>  character  and  of  good  reputation 

assays expected  °f  ^  memb*r  *** ^ 

They  receive  a  saiary  with  benefits  and  are  provided  a  private 

Wd  m*alS  Wtl',e  00  duty  The  primary  job  responsibility  of 

ESEXZl  ^  "fntain  8  home-,ite  envi^nmenTS  Sis 

healdiy,  Christian  family  living  for  children  and  youth  residents  Thm/ 

W»>  **h  everything 

portauon  and  homework  to  laundry  and  meals  when  on  duty. 
Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  rfen»n 

rite* — - -- 

MillS  (°i  th*  CUrrent  houseparent  opening  in  North 

at  «• 


*  Mrs  Larry  Benson 


A  Baptist  Children's  Villai 


deserving  female  resident  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Viltot™.  n, 
recipients  are  determine  U,  Xlr.  ,J'dre?  s.  Vl,,^e-  V*. 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Forgiveness  Offered 

Luke  5: 17-26;  29-32 


God  speaks  volumes  to 
people.  We  either  influ- 
«**  people  toward 
faith  in  Christ  or  we 


show  that  Jesus  is  one  with  the 
Father  and  has  the  authority  to 
forgive  all  sin.  The  physical, 
emotional,  and  materia)  needs 
Popple  are  important  and  we 
should  help  meet  these  needs. 
However,  our  main  task  is  to 
bring  people  to  Jesus  so  He  can 
meet  their  spiritual  need  for  a 
relationship  with  Him. 

Jesus  Seeks  Sinners 
Luke  5: 29-32 


2!£,555!f?  *°  nepentance."(v31- 
32HCSB)  We  are  always  hearing 
people  talk  about  where  the 
motivation  to  do  something 
comes  horn.  This  passage  gives 
us,  God's  people,  foe  only  moti¬ 
vation  we  need  to  reach  out  to 
foe  lost;  Jesus  did  i«  Throughout 
His  ministry  we  see  Jesus  associ¬ 
ating  Himself  with  foe  lost.  The 
question  we  need  to  ask  our¬ 
selves  is,  "How  do  unbelievers 
*e  us?"  Are  we  like  the 


times  we  invite  our 
hiends  to  church  and 
expect  our  Sunday 
School  teacher  or  rife 


d  one  outreach  ministry  we  are  talk  crowd  "itness- 

lyzed.  ing  about  "Pr.ivinv  in  FairfT*  ln®  Biis  event  was  astonish¬ 
es  in  One  rffoe  paSSi^n^n  to  God. 

nts  of  realize  is  that  God  mav  warn  in  But  **  Scri^es  and  Vnansees 

S£ttts333  iriSSrS* 

fi  WSsAkss 

Sans°OjrbeuJ^SVe“ 


.j  -  .  ■>  wc  uw 

Vs  brings  a  Pharisees  or  are  we  like  Jesus? 
Jesus,  we  fold  The  common  thread  woven 
a  large  group  into  the  fabric  of  these  two 
i  encountered  events  is  that  Jesus'  mission 
%  and  asked  if  from  the  Father  is  to  offer  hope 
*  forgiveness  to  sinners.  He 

snew  found  was  criticized  for  doing  so,  and 

ThiffUZF  w!!win  beoiticMed.  ilso.  His 
~  ™?  'P^df-  eating  with  tax  collectors  and 
ss,  ms  mends  sinners  indicates  a  dose  assoti- 
"’bon  and  identification  with 
[Sjl Phan9ees  *em  Never  foiget  that  we  are 
Vhy  are  you  all  sinners  saved  by  grace.  I 
tax^  collectors  thank  God  that  Jesus  does  not 
£!S»iZrSpI3nS^  ^  being  associated  with  me! 


way  to  get  him  before  the  Lord 
except  uuough  the  roof.  From 
this  m credible  act  of  love  we 
learn  some  incredible  lessons. 

Jesus  Honors  Faith 
Luke  5: 17-20 

This  passage  is  a  reminder  to 
us  that  we  should  be  bringing 
our  friends  to  Jesus.  Jyfany 


Dedmon  is  associate  pas 
education  and  outreach,  Bi 
Church,  Brandon. 


Explore  the  Bible 


B  permeating  the  air  with 
EBS9  meir  scrumptious 
^ruma«  then  walk  out  of 
me  kitchen,  and  tell  you 

not  to  touch  them? 
Hard  to  resist  sampling 

^  V  just  one,  wasn't  it? 

John  Phillips  in 
Exploring  Romans  says 

|  that  as  an  unsaved 
man,  Paul  found  that 
«an  the  law  exposed  man's 
(1)  hidden  nature  of  sin 
by  revealing  his  sinful  nature. 
The  great  function  of  the 
Mosaic  law  is  to  expose  sin. 
Men  seek  to  cover  it  up,  excuse 
it,  and  even  camouflage  it. 
They  speak  of  a  book  as  being 
danng;  God  would  call  it  filthy. 
They  say  a  man  has  had  "an 
affair;"  God  says  he  has  com¬ 
mitted  adultery.  This  is  one  of 
the  games  men 


eternal  punishment  The  law 
cannot  save — that  is  foe  preroga¬ 
tive  of  grace. 

Paul  says  he  cannot  under¬ 
hand  what  he  does  because  his 
desire  is  to  obey  the  law  of  God, 
but  his  sinful  nature  overrules  his 
heart's  desire  causing  him  to  do 
foe  veiy  thing  he  hates!  He  feels 
uke  he  has  a  split  personality — 
our  con-  two  men  of  opposing  character 
rebellion  living  inside  of  him.  Ovid,  foe 
T~.  25  Roman  poet  said,  "I  see  foe  better 
desire  to  things,  and  I  approve  them,  but  I 
follow  the  worse."  (The  Letter  to 
the  Romans,  Barclay) 

'  ,  explains  this  is  a  part 

exposes  of  trie  human  situation.'  we  know 
L  to  do  right  but  we  do  wrong;  we 

i  —  -*J1^aved  are  never  as  good  as  we  know  we 
lawexposed  the  (2)  ought  to  be.  We  are  haunted  by 


It7 s  All  About  New  Life 

Romans  6: 1-16,  22-23 


says  with  God  Arough  T& 

more  knowledge  we  gain  of 
what  is  sin,  the  sharper  — — 
science  becomes  to  our  i 
toward  God.  Does  the 
mph"  sign  not  make  us 
get  by  with  "35  mph,"  followed 
by  mild  resentment  when  we 
read  the  "Speed  C 
Radar"  sign?  The  U 
the  hidden  nature  of 
Paul  found  as  ai 
man  that  the  L 

,  . “  1  UK  use 

hideous  nature  of  an.  The  law 

— had  foe  power  to  reveal  sin,  but 
play,  and  a  no  power  to  remove  sin;  it  offered 

rous  game  it  no  Warrf  w  !  7  luTi  r*,  vrm  mom  mis 

the  "Pnisrm"  body  that  brines  me  death7 

Pur^iment  for  breaking  Thahk  God  for  saving  me 

with  a^laSl  ^rfeTa  Jesus  Christ  our8Loid! 

.nc'1*';!  W»~~M«aNCV) 

dvl^ddte  ^  ‘S  a§^  0041  Duncan  is  a  member  and  pastor's 

°Uld  **  and  “  senous  to  earn  wile  from  First  Church  mJ™ 


Guidelines  for  submitting 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 

"»  and  photographs  at  special  events  ^ 

'<  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  at 


news 


the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

News  submitted  tor  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  eHher  (a)  typewrit- 
wn.  <*>)  needy  printed  on  B  1/2  by  11-inch 
Wat,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
wms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  A*  arti- 
ewa  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
w*  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

N«ws  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con- 
™nad  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
ma"  torn»  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
[to  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 


w*  be  printed.  News  Items  and/or  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only. 
News  items  and/or  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or  outside 
organizations  will  not  be  published.  Deadline 
tor  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to 
requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

„  Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
B££*MBword,  P.O  Box  530,  Jackson.  MS 
39205-0530.  FAX:  (801)  292-3330.  E-mail 
bapdstracotdembcb.org. 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person’s 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  wvt 
white,  instant  photos  and  <4gM  printouts  are 
not  reproduces.  DigW  photo*  may  be  ueedl! 


Wtoree^ito-a-half  inch  floppy  dak,  or  (c)  CD.' 


Youth  experts:  film  'made  with  a  bias  and  agenda 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP) —  that  God  has  prescribed.  We  and  gather  them  into  the  como-  Ross  offered  suggestions:  parents  to  design  and  im| 

Divided,  a  film  about  a  young  have  J  — * - JU! “ — '*  — *■  * 1 1 

man  s  search  for  why  so  many  and 
in  his  generation  are  aban-  "1 
doning  Christianity,  is  gener-  of  * 
a  ting  discussion  about  the  brat 
merits  of  age-segregated  Bibli 
youth  ministry  versus  family  age 
integrated  churches.  we  1 

Tne  54-minute  film,  avail-  A 
able  for  viewing  online  at  Soot 

a*  •  ■  lit  •  /  n  .  0 


ids  rate  meetings  of  the  diurch. 

Jackson  said  his  first  indina-  •  Every  chur 
nd  tion  was  to  ignore  the  film.  "I  student  ministe 
>le-  was  aware  that  a  movie  had  mitted  to  seeir 
the  been  made  that  was  an  exten-  their  biblical  n 
ris  sion  of  a  movement  that  spiritual  leader 
ch,  seemed  on  the  surface  to  be  afar  {and  whi 
!.'  very  anti-youth  ministry.  In  spiritual  leade 
by  fact,  the  movie  Divided  and  whose  parents  a 
tor  Scott  Brown’s  companion  book  will  build  his 
for  A  Weed  in  the  Church  seem  to  around  this  central 


of  their  chit-  acknowledged  that  when  he 
possible,  as  agreed  to  be  interviewed  for 
to  children  Divided  he  didn't  grasp  the 
lost)  and  who  intention  of  Ledetc  ana  his 
ninistry  plan  brother  Chris,  co-owners  of  a 
~lm  company. 

The  film  addres¬ 
ses  issues  that  need 
to  be  addressed  in 
some  youth  min¬ 
istries,  Mueller 
said,  such  as  a  lack 
of  depth,  a  reliance 


an  fun  and  games, 
and  an  eagerness  to 
supplan  t  the  bibli¬ 
cal  design  for 
parental  nurturing 
of  children. 

"In  fact,  these 
criticisms  that  are 
leveled  from  'out¬ 
side'  the  youth 
ministry  world  by 
NCFIC  are  many 
of  the  very  same 
criticisms  that 
loads  of  us  have 
been  working  dili¬ 
gently,  prayerfully 
and  'biDlically  to 
address  from 
within  for 

decades,"  Mueller, 
author  of  ei  ght 
books  pertaining 
to  youth  culture, 
wrote  at  leam- 
ingmyliast. 
blogspot.com  in 

T..I..  "I»  _ _ 


also  Family  Integrated  Churches,  is  suggest  youth  ministry  has  •  Every  church  should  call  a  me  that  none  of  that  was  ever 

S'."1  presented  as  a  companion  book  outlived  its  usefulness.  student  minister  who  is  com-  included  with  any  depth  or 

idu-  to  Divided  and  is  quoted  exten-  It  would  be  fair  to  assume  mitted  to  seeing  students  folded  honesty." 
bib-  sively  on  the  film’s  website.  The  that  I  am  responding  to  a  move-  into  the  life  of  the  congregation.  The  problem  of  stunted  spir- 
the  book  suggests  that  while  merit  that  would  seemingly  ten-  functioning  as  foil  laity  and  liv-  itual  growth  among  emerging 

Scripture  defines  and  encour-  der  the  training  of  youth  minis-  ing  in  rich  relationships  with  all  generations  is  multifaceted, 

r  of  ages  youth  discipleship,  the  ters  as  irrelevant  as  a  job  securi-  the  generations  of  the  church.  Mueller  said,  and  a  lack  of 
at  premises  of  modem  youth  min-  ty  kind  of  thing,  but  I  hope  it  father  involvement  is  one  of  the 

»  Ft  istry  are  at  odds  with  biblical  doesn't  come  across  that  way.  I  •  No  church  should  permit  leading  factors.  Many  youth 

all  church  teaching  and  must  be  reformed,  feel  like  the  premise  of  the  practices  contrary  to  Scripture  ministers  are  seeking  to 
Idren  and  "Can  you  imagine  a  more  movie,  though  overstated,  is  to  creep  into  the  student  min-  address  that,  he  said.  In 
teenagers  is  not  the  solution.  unstable  subgroup  in  which  valid.  Discipleship  belongs  in  istry  of  the  church,  no  matter  Mueller's  opinion.  Divided  is 

Divided  has  caused  such  a  to  put  youth  than  with  a  the  family,  fc*it  that  is  not  new."  how  noble  the  motivation  such  "too  simple  m  its  analysis,  diag- 

stir  in  the  blogosphere  that  group  of  peers?  In  contrast.  Every  credible  voice  in  as  increasing  attendance  or  nosis,  and  prescription." 
the  organizers  of  a  major  can  you  imagine  a  more  stable  youth  ministry  for  the  past  15  attracting  unbelievers.  "After  viewing  the  film.  I'm 

ax.  j  -  -  '■  ‘  '*  years  has  pointed  to  the  need  wondering  what  we  do  with 


do  not  agree  wit 
sions,  die  logic,  oi 
lical  rationale  th 
conclusions.” 

Richard  Ross, 
student  mil 
Southwestern  Sei 


the  well-functioning  church?" 
an  Brown  writes. 

21-  "Think  of  the  impact  of  a 
God -centered  home  in  which  a 
husband  and  wife  are  function¬ 
ing  biblically.  The  relationships  _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ 

there  depict  die  Gospel:  hus-  points,  Jackson  reiterated.  "It  who  think  the  end  justifies  die 
bands  loving  their  wives  as  raises  important  issues  and  caus-  means  in  terms  of  unbiblical 
d  the  Church;  wives  es  great  questions  to  be  asked,  practices  need  to  work  with 
to  their  husbands  as  Pastors,  youth  ministers  and  their  pastors  on  a  clear  plan  for 
submits  to  Christ;  church  leaders  need  to  address  contincng  education  or  need 
m,  who  have  a  gen-  the  urgent  need  to  disemie  the  to  seek  other  employment, 
ar  Christ,  displaying  parents  who  need  to  disciple  the 
obedience  to  their  students.  The  crisis  raised  is  one  •  At  times,  the  best  wav  to 
parents.  A  God-centered  home  of  mature  adults  (fathers,  moth-  accomplish  the  mission  of  the 
is  a  powerful  feme  for  evange-  ers,  church  leaders)  who  will  be  church  is  for  teenagers  to 

u  D  - * —  the  authentic  models  that  the  function  with  their  parents. 

emerging  generation  craves."  Other  times,  the  best  way  is 
Jackson  believes  die  way  for-  for  groups  of  teenagers  to 
ward  is  to  focus  on  "challenging  function  under  godly,  Diblical 
and  equipping  families  to  raise  church  leaders, 
up  disciples  and  to  challenge 

youth  ministries  to  create  envi-  •  Churches  not  in  a  position 
ronments  where  biblical  teach-  to  have  a  youth  minister  should 
ing  is  central  and  Christlike  enlist  adults  as  a  youth  team 
friendships  are  nurtured."  who  will  agree  to  partner  with 


Divided  posits  that  age- 
segregated  youth  ministry 
can  be  blamed  for  the  exodus 
of  young  adults  from  church¬ 
es.  The  solution,  according  to 

the  film,  is  a  church  experi-  _ n 

ence  where  all  ages  study  and  the  churc 
worship  together.  and  child 

"The  whole  point  of  Divided  uine  love 
is  that  the  Bible  can  be  trusted 
for  the  way  we  disciple  youth,' 


the  film's  website  says.  "The 
age  segregated  world  that  now 
dominates  modem  church  life 
is  only  one  of  the  many  effects 
of  rejecting  the  Lord  and  the 

authority  of  His  Word.  It  is  one  writes.  "It  is  to  preach  the 
problem  that  stands  among  Gospel  to  them  when  we  go 
many  others.  However,  we  about  the  community,  fold 
believe  this  is  a  critical  issue  them  into  individual  families, 
because  the  gospel  is  not  being  connect  them  with  diverse  rela- 
p reached  to  youth  in  the  way  tionships  in  the  body  of  Christ, 


